
  

 

 

Have a Happy 4th of July! 
  

Steeple Notes 
The First Congregational Church of Rowley, U.C.C. 

175 Main Street • P.O. Box 364 • Rowley, MA  01969 

(978) 948-3993 • www.firstchurchrowley.org 

Reverend Tom Bentley, Pastor  -  bentleyconsulting123@gmail.com 

Angie F. Estévez, Church Administrator  -  first.church@verizon.net 

 

Worship Watch 

Sun., July 5  
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67  
Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of Solomon 2:8-13  
Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 
Sun., July 12  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 25:19-34  Psalm 119:105-112  
Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
Sun., July 19  
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 28:10-19a Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24  
Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43   
 
Sun., July 26  
Genesis 29:15-28 Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 
128 Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

 

First Congregational Church 
of Rowley’s 

Drive-In Service 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Sunday at 10am 
90.3 FM 

 
 

 

 

 

Deadlines for the August  

Issue of STEEPLENOTES is 

Wednesday  -July 15th 

 

http://www.firstchurchrowley.org/
mailto:first.church@verizon.net


I grew up in a small town nine miles South of Worcester in 
Sutton Massachusetts. We lived on Boston Road where its 
intersection with two other streets formed a four-corner spot 
that was the center of my  universe as a child. My home was 
the parsonage beside a common graced by a beautiful white 
church with its Christopher Wren steeple. There stood the old  
brick general store that Frank Paine opened each morning commencing business by 
drawing back its huge colonial shutters to let in the light.  
 
Nearby stood an old stone mileage marker with 48 carved on it designating the miles to 
Boston on this old Post Road.  
 
Occasionally we would get to Boston as a family, and all I remember is chaos, confusion 
strange smells and a foreboding fear. I was a country child. (Still am in many ways.) Yet, I 
remember staring at that milestone and realizing somehow that made me part of Boston. 
The center of Rowley is remarkably similar to Sutton Center. It has all the contrasts of town 
to city. Even so - we are still linked to something much bigger than what we see -and what 
we know.  
 
This morning I was reading a historical track from 1927 announcing the near completion of 
US Route 1 in the United States. There was a pride in the tone of the article celebrating how 
the country was becoming increasingly connected. US Route 1 runs right through Rowley 
and now along its side runs I95, the highway of the 1970s.  
 
Our emerging new “highways” of connection for our new millennium are links that 
transcend such physical infrastructure.  My hope and prayers are that we can re-embrace 
our expanding spirit of connectivity. We can hide in the fear I felt as a child, or we can 
celebrate the new opportunities afforded.  
 
Our planet is now our single, small community seeking to be in communication. We are in 
2020 an inter-racial, inter-dependent, amalgam of humans evolved to a new place in time. 
We must all now “hold hands” together across our globe if we are to survive.  
 
I believe this beautiful communion is the encouragement of God’s love come in Jesus Christ. 
This last Sunday we sang “We’ll walk hand-in-hand, We’ll walk hand-in-hand – Oh deep in 
my heart I do believe we shall overcome someday.”  Let us now hold hands and overcome 
our fears.  We have billions of new friends with whom we can hold hands compared to our 
former times in provincial isolation- Such a blessing indeed! 
 
Rev. Tom 

 

    
          

  
 

 

Step by Step  

on the Road of Faith 



   I wanted to take a moment and say how proud I am of my graduates past,

   present and future,  I have watched many of you grow from babies to 

adults and now parents, I came to the church for my daughter Ashli Pyburn, she  sang 

constantly and our friends Burt Gray and Lynne Patterson Grays said “We are started a 

children’s choir, come visit!”  

Ashli soon became the youngest member to date!  

The church welcomed my family, I started teaching Sunday school (I was asked to help for 1 

week by Heidi Emery Pinette and made the mistake of drinking David Irving's coffee)15 years 

of teaching later! I helped with the youth and when the leaders moved on, I jumped on the 

task force to help keep it going,  25+ years later here we are ! My full time job is special 

education and I've been there for 20 years and if you told me when I was younger that I would 

surround myself with kids my whole adult life I would've laughed.  

The children/ youth have kept me going and given me purpose through 18+ procedures, many 

health issues, losing 5 siblings, grandparents, and my dad. They’ve been my courage, strength 

and heart for so long that I tear up as I write my letter of retirement.  2020 has sucked so far, 

but I think God knew I couldn't walk away if I had to do so in person even though I am tired 

and it is time. I will always be “Ma, Mom, Miss Lisa” and a phone call away! With all my heart 

thank you!  

With love from – Lisa Stevens  

Compassionate Care Network   

  
  

Youth   

Group

   
 

The outreach of the Compassionate Care Network continues in a variety of ways. We are 
contacting those on our list by sending notes, emails, and phone calls. If you would like to be 
contacted, please let Angie at the church office know along with a phone number or email 
address where you can be reached. 
 
In addition to individual outreach, Inspirational 
Messages authored by Patti Cummings,  Penny Hurley 
and Mike Blouin were emailed during the month, 
averaging two per week.   
 
These messages of hope and assurance serve to boost 
your spirit and inspire you to be all that you can be - to 
yourself, to others and to our church community. 
 



 

 

 

 

Missions Committee 

 

 

The Missions Committee recently completed a 3-part series on immigration called 
“Who We Are”.  This series gave us an in depth look at what some people go 
through  in order to come to the USA and their motivations for doing so.  
 
Even though this was a fun and meaningful experience which made us realize that 
we all have an immigrant story somewhere in our family tree - recent events have 
moved the Missions Committee to shift its focus from immigration to more 
pressing concerns surrounding Black Lives Matter and battling systemic racism.   
 
In order for them to do this, they will be 
looking for your input, feedback and 
participation.  
 
Sometime in the next couple of weeks, 
you will be receiving a letter and a survey 
from Danby and the Missions Committee.  
 
Your responses will help the committee 
gain a better understanding on how to 
best work through these issues together.   
 
As a special entry – the Missions 
Committee is also enclosing a part of 
Helen Dobbins’ “Who We Are”  
presentation on the following pages.  
 
Here, Helen tells the story of her father 
coming from Switzerland to the USA and 
creating the gardens in Rowley .  
 
Helen has also enclosed pictures.   
 
Also, Danby wanted you to stay appraised of recent happenings at Family 
Promise a ministry that we support. If you don’t receive their newsletter, please 
check out a recent update they sent out titled “Adapting in the Face of 
Crisis”(click link) which talks about how this ministry responded to COVID19.  
 

  

 

 

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite


  

  

 

Helen Dobbins  

Who We Are Presentation (1 of 2 pages) 

 My Grandfather, Samuel Streiff, a Swiss native lived all his 

life in countries close to Switzerland and would go there 

only for vacations as he travelled for work in Europe mostly 

Germany and Netherlands.  Often he would take other 

members of his family with him.  He and his wife had five 

children – all boys – and each boy attended a school that 

best matched his design for learning.  My father, Eric, was 

sent to a Horticultural School where he worked diligently 

and learned much which served in his later life.  At home, 

during the 1st World War, the 3rd floor was a place to watch 

planes drop bombs and those boys shouted loudly each 

time a bomb exploded. 

My father, Eric Streiff, came from Switzerland to the United 

States in 1927.  The chip docked in Boston, Ma.   During his 

first year he worked in the mills in Lawrence and Lowell.  

When he had a day off he would take the train to Boston and 

listen to the people’s conversations in the parts.  This help 

him expand his vocabulary.  He particularly like practicing 

English with the Boston Policemen.  It wasn’t long before he 

improved his vocabulary enough to find a different job.  He 

learned  of a position in Rowley and came for an interview 

with Mrs. Fenno.  He was hired working as a gardener for 

“The Nurses Vacation House”.  

There he lived in a small building on the property and he ate 

his meals in the kitchen of the “big house” on the property. 

He worked there for at least four years.  During that time he 

met other young people in town and made many friends 

including his “to be” wife, Elizabeth Sornborger.  Together 

they were able to buy land on Central Sreet and had a home 

built before marrying on October 3, 1933.  



  

 

Helen Dobbins  

Who We Are Presentation (2 of 2 pages) 

In 1935, Dad spent a year at a Nursery in Connecticut learning 

more about raising nursery stock and designing landscapes.  As 

time went by he expanded the nurseries on land he purchased 

on both sides of Central Street.  Dad started some shrubs, and 

trees, and continued to add new plants every year.   

As time went by, he expanded the nurseries along Central Street 

and Bennett Hill Road.  He landscaped many homed, using his 

own plants,  in Newbury, Newburyport, Ipswich, Essex, 

Hamilton, Wenham,  and had a contract for the Boston Library 

gardens for several years.  

When I was 3 years old,  he and Arthur Gordon built two green 

houses next door to our house growing carnations and other 

flowers and plants year long.  In about 1950,  when I had 

graduated from 8th grade he sold the greenhouses to his 

partner, Arthur Gordon.  Also around 1950 Dad bought “The 

Nurses Vacation House” on Wethersfield St., almost across the 

street from where I live now,  which had been closed.  The men 

who worked with him in the nurseries now helped him on this 

project.  As you stand at the side of the street looking at the 

buildings,  the  middle part was moved to a lot on the left and is 

painted red,  the original house white and the next building is 

yellow.  Dad’s small building where he had lived when he came 

to Rowley to live was expanded to become a true home.  That 

house is not visible from the street.   The house I now live in was 

built around a chimney from the previous structure and built by 

the prior owner of the “Nurses Vacation House”.  

 



Special days 

           In July       Anniversaries  

Birthdays  

Famous July Birthdays 

Days in History  

July 1, 1862 - President Abraham Lincoln signed the first income tax bill, levying a 3% income tax 
on annual incomes of $600-$10,000 and a 5% tax on incomes over $10,000. Also on this day, the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue was established by an Act of Congress. 
July 1, 1863 - Beginning of the Battle of Gettysburg during the American Civil  War. 
July 4, 1776 - The Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress. 
July 6, 1885 - Louis Pasteur gave the first successful anti-rabies inoculation to a boy who had been 
bitten by an infected dog.  
July 10, 1991 - Boris Yeltsin took the oath of office, becoming the first popularly elected president 
in Russia's thousand-year history.  
 

 

  

Andrew Kay 7/1 
Danby Whitmore 7/2 
Shirley MacRae 7/8 
Sue Gebow 7/13 
Nathaniel  Schmuch 7/14 
Doris Bradstreet 7/15 
Cameron Cummings 7/19 
Stephanie DesJardins 7/25 
Carolyn Locke 7/27 
Charles 
William Loring 7/27 
Douglas Phillips 7/28 
 

Robert & Geneva Merry 7/2 
Douglas & Beverley  Phillips 7/8 
Douglas & Eilene Chadbourne 7/23 
Jerry & Nancy Schmidt 7/28 
 

July 1, 1942 - Karen Black, actress     
July 1, 1952 - Dan Aykroyd, actor     
July 1, 1961 - Princess Diana, Princess of Wales, married Prince Charles  
July 1, 1961 - Carl Lewis, Olympic champion, track star     
July 2, 1908 -Thurgood Marshall, first African-American Supreme Court justice  
July 4, 1918 - Abigail Van Buren, advice columnist  
July 6, 1946 - George W. Bush, 43rd U.S. President (2001-present)    
July 6, 1946 - Sylvester Stallone, actor/director 



Helpful Info…  

Communion 

  

 

  

On the last page of this Steeple Notes edition, you will find an updated 

copy of our "Officers, Boards, Committees & Staff Phone Numbers and 

Email Addresses” directory. As you can tell, this document looks a little 

bit different than the one you're accustomed to - as email addresses have 

now been added to it. 

This document is a work in progress. We are considering whether or not 

to make it a two-page document in order to make the font larger.  

The document will be updated information becomes available.   

Thank you 

Social distancing is putting strains on religious communities, which thrive on human interaction, 
social gatherings and shared traditions. Like other churches, we continue to seek innovative 
solutions to adapt our practices to life in the pandemic. One of the ways in which we are doing 
this is by using prefilled communion cups on Communion Sundays.  
 
Prefilled (prepackaged) communion cups contain both the juice and communion wafer in a single 
two-part container. Communion participants peel back one seal to remove the wafer and then a 
second seal for the juice. Prefilled communion cups are a sanitary and convenient choice for 
communion distribution.  
 
Using gloves, our deacons will be handing these out to you after 
Reverend Tom blesses them.  
 
Even though Reverend Tom will be reviewing instructions with 
us on Sunday, we thought it would be helpful to provide you a 
step by step illustration which might make this experience more 
user friendly – as some of us had difficulties finding the wafer 
and/or opening the juice container the first time we used them.  
 
On the following page, you will find said instructions. (Please 
disregard any ‘extra’ commenting on the pictures – these are 
from the manufacturer.)  
 
If you have any questions, feel free to ask one of our deacons, 
call the office or ask Reverend Tom. We’ll be more than happy 
to help.  
 

 
 



Using  

Prefilled (prepacked) communion cups  
  

  



 

  



 

The First Congregational Church of Rowley, U.C.C. 
175 Main Street • P.O. Box 364 • Rowley, MA  01969 

first.church@verizon.net • (978) 948-3993 • www.firstchurchrowley.org   

OFFICERS, BOARDS, COMMITTEES & STAFF 

      JUNE 2020 – May 2021 
 STAFF:  

Minister    Rev. Tom Bentley 978-973-2362, bentley123@aol.com   

Sexton    Roger Merry  978-265-5064,  jp32pls@gmail.com  

Church Administrator   Angie F. Estèvez Contact via church office (see header above)  

Music Director      Karl Schmuch    978-948-5026, nakamaka@verizon.net  

Bookkeeper   Ashli Pyburn       

Youth Leader   Vacant  

OFFICERS:   

Moderator    Kay Dalzell (21)  978-948-2674, kdalzell@comcast.net  

Treasurer    Mike Blouin (21)  C: (978) 500-5824, mike@crunchfranchise.com 

Financial Secretary  Eric Gundrum (21) 978-609-7230, gundrume@yahoo.com  

Assistant Finance / Treasurer Sara Stafford (21)   617-212-9296, sara@staffordconst.com  

Clerk    David Irving (21) 978-948-7020, dvdirving@aol.com  

Historian    Donna Irving( 21)  978-948-7020, dvdirving@aol.com 

 

DIACONATE     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Patti Cummings*, (21) 978-948-8176 

Patti.Cummings@livanova.com  

Officers: Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, 

Board Reps: Finance/Trustees, Diaconate, CE 

Staff: Pastor and Admin. Assistant 

  

Ken Sanford* (21) 978-948-2847, kcsanford1@gmail.com     

Dennis Ward (22) 978-432-1021, rward3024@comcast.net     

Penny Hurley (22)   978-948-1242, penelopehurley@gmail.com  MISSIONS   

Nicola Pyburn (23)  978-948-2598, nicola.pyburn@gmail.com Danby Whitmore* (21) 978-948-3484, danbywhitmore@gmail.com  

Les Warren (23)  978-352-7551, leswarren3@gmail.com Mary Ellen Dixon(22) 978-578-6110, medixonipswich@gmail.com  

Jerry Schmidt (24) 978-388-1417,  jschmidt22@comcast.net Vacancy (23)   

Nancy Schmidt (24) 978-388-1417, 

schmidtnancy36@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL   

David Irving** 978-948-7020, dvdirving@aol.com Marge Thurston (21) 978-948-7040  

Donna Irving** 978-948-7020, dvdirving@aol.com Mame Delaney(22) 978-204-9939,   

Nat Dummer**  MUSIC COMMITTEE    

Kay Dalzell**  978-948-2674, kdalzell@comcast.net    

**Emeritus  Marge Thurston (21)   978-948-7040,   marthu@verizon.net  

Vacant  Jr. Deacon Liz Butler (22)    978-948-7627,  thebutlershome@verizon.net  

Alexandra Flodman  Jr. Deaconess Richard Jesionowski (23)  978-289-0450, richard@crystalvision.com   

  MEMBER AT LARGE   

FINANCE / TRUSTEES BOARD  Don Thurston (21) 978-948-7040, dwthurston@verizon.net  

David Flodman (21)  978-992-1227, davidflodman1@verizon.net FLOWER COMMITTEE   

Lisa Nestor (21) 508-397-4798, lisa.nestor@verizon.net Deb Confalone (21) 978-948-8405, dconfalone@comcast.net  

*(Finance)Gary 

Confalone (22)  

978-948-8405, gconfalone@comcast.net Robin Kay (22)  978-948-2517, kayrobin@comcast.net  

Glen Pyburn (22)   978-948-2598, apandsons@comcast.net Lisa Jesionowski (23) 978-289-0450,   

Sharon Emery(23) 978-948-2244, captray3@gmail.com FELLOWSHIP THRIFTSHOP (no term limits)   

Adam Hanson (23) 978-356-0501,  c16rfd@hotmail.com. *Jerry Schmidt   978-388-1417,  jschmidt22@comcast.net  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  James Kay  978-948-2517, james314k@icloud.com  

* Lori Flodman (21) 978-317-4745, loriflodman@verizon.net Marge Thurston  978-948-7040,   marthu@verizon.net  

* Patti Cummings (21)   978-948-8176, 

Patti.Cummings@livanova.com 

Robin Kay  978-948-2517, kayrobin@comcast.net  

James Kay (22)   978-948-2517, james314k@icloud.com Merle Phipps  978-948-7443, phippsmd66@gmail.com  

Amy Hanson (23)   978-356-0501, aleehanson@hotmail.com Sharon Emery  978-948-2244, captray3@gmail.com  

2 Vacancies (22 & 23)      

NORTHEAST ASSOCATION DELEGATES    PASTORAL RELATIONS   

Judy Robillard (21)  978-948-2007, jhrbutterfly@yahoo.com David Irving, Kay Dalzell, Penny Hurley. Ken Sanford   

Doug Phillips (21) 978-462-4249, drphillips00@gmail.com  And Nancy Schmidt    

Ma Conf. UCC DELEGATES      

Jerry Schmidt (21) 978-388-1417,  jschmidt22@comcast.net *BOLD=Chairperson   

Nancy Schmidt (21) 978-388-1417, 

schmidtnancy36@gmail.com 
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