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Welcome and Announcements     Rev. Tom Bentley 
 
Call to Worship      Les Warren 
Leader: We look at this world, focusing on the pain and confusion, the fears and 
hatred which seem to abound. 
All: For what can we hope? 
Leader: We wait breathlessly for the goodness of creation to be made manifest in 
all the world, for this is the promise of God. 
All: God is always with us, guiding, rescuing, healing, restoring us. 
Leader: Get ready, dear friends, the promises of God are true. 
All: Lord, quiet our spirits and open our hearts. Bring us hope and peace. AMEN. 
 
Opening Song    “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” 
 
New Testament Reading     Les Warren 
Romans 8:12-25    The Message 
 
So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent. 
There’s nothing in it for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent 
burial and get on with your new life. God’s Spirit beckons. There are things to do 
and places to go! 
 
This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It’s 
adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?” 
God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who he 
is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to 
get what’s coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly 



what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, then we’re 
certainly going to go through the good times with him! 
 
That’s why I don’t think there’s any comparison between the present hard times 
and the coming good times. The created world itself can hardly wait for what’s 
coming next. Everything in creation is being more or less held back. God reins it 
in until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be released at the 
same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation 
deepens. 
All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain 
throughout the world are simply birth pangs. But it’s not only around us; 
it’s within us. The Spirit of God is arousing us within. We’re also feeling the birth 
pangs. These sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance. 
That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a 
pregnant mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what 
is enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful 
our expectancy. 
 
Moment of Music.  TBD 
 
Joys and Concerns  
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading      Les Warren 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. NRSV 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And 
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, 
‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 



the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them 
in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”  
 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, 
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and 
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 
the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned 
up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, 
and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 
Message:   “Creation Within Us” 
 
Benediction:       Rev. Tom Bentley 
 
Praise to the Lord the Almighty – Lyrics 
 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 
 
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigning; 
Shelters thee his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen How thy desires e’er have been  granted in what  
he ordaineth?   
  
3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;  
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.   
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
if with his love he befriend thee. 
 
4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him. 
Let the Amen sound from his people again; 
gladly for aye we adore him. 


