First Congregational Church of Rowley, United Church of Christ
The Order of Morning Worship
Drive in Service - 90.3 FM – November 15, 2020 @ 10am
Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Tom Bentley

Call to Worship
Patti Cummings
Leader: Come! Share the joy of the Lord!
All: Delight in God’s goodness!
Leader: Praise God who gives each person a special gift to be nurtured and
shared.
All: Lord, we thank you for these gifts!
Leader: Come, let us worship God who entrusts us with so much.
All: Lord, make us worthy of your love and trust in us. AMEN
Opening Song “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” (see lyrics attached)
New Testament Reading
1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 The Message

Patti Cummings

But friends, you’re not in the dark, so how could you be taken off guard by any of this?
You’re sons of Light, daughters of Day. We live under wide open skies and know where
we stand. So let’s not sleepwalk through life like those others. Let’s keep our eyes open
and be smart. People sleep at night and get drunk at night. But not us! Since we’re
creatures of Day, let’s act like it. Walk out into the daylight sober, dressed up in faith,
love, and the hope of salvation.
God didn’t set us up for an angry rejection but for salvation by our Master, Jesus Christ.
He died for us, a death that triggered life. Whether we’re awake with the living or asleep
with the dead, we’re alive with him! So speak encouraging words to one another. Build
up hope so you’ll all be together in this, no one left out, no one left behind. I know
you’re already doing this; just keep on doing it.
Moment of Music “Be Thou My Vision”
• 0ver 300 in Ireland sing a blessing over the Island of Ireland and Beyond
Joys and Concerns (prayer requests can be texted to 978-973-2362)
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever, Amen.
Gospel Reading
The Message. Matthew 25:14-30

Patti Cummings

“It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together
and delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another
two thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities. Then he left.
Right off, the first servant went to work and doubled his master’s investment. The
second did the same. But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully
buried his master’s money.
“After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled
up with them. The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled
his investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well.
From now on be my partner.’
“The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s
investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From
now on be my partner.’
“The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and
hate careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. I
was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your
money. Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’
“The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously
like that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The
least you could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers,
where at least I would have gotten a little interest.
“‘Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this
“play-it-safe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter darkness.’
Message: “Keeping Our Eyes on the Investments”
Benediction and Postlude: “The Irish Blessing- 0ver 300 in Ireland sing a blessing
over the Island of Ireland and Beyond”.

Message from the Missions Committee
Missions invites you to join us in "Conversations and Cookies" after service
November 15th around the firepit.
Please bring your own drink and chair.
We look forward to seeing you!
The Missions Committee
For further information, please contact Danby Whitmore

Lyrics
Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross
Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain,
Free to all—a healing stream,
Flows from Calvary’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.
Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the Bright and Morning Star
Sheds its beams around me.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.
Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day,
With its shadow o’er me.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.
Near the cross I’ll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever,
Till I reach the golden strand
Just beyond the river.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Lyrics
Be Thou My Vision
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
Be Thou my battle Shield, Sword for the fight;
Be Thou my Dignity, Thou my Delight;
Thou my soul's Shelter, Thou my high Tow'r:
Raise Thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.
High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven's joys, O bright Heav'n's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whate'er befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

