
First Congregational Church of Rowley, United Church of Christ 
Order of Morning Worship 

Drive in Service  - 90.3 FM – March 7, 2021 @ 10am 
Third Sunday in LENT – Communion Sunday  

 
Welcome and Announcements        Rev. Tom Bentley 
 
Call to Worship        Jen Loring 
Leader: Called by Christ,  
All: we gather as one.  
Leader: Blessed by God’s wisdom,  
All: we gather to learn.  
Leader: Amazed by God’s love,  
All: we gather to worship. 
 

Opening Song "Thy Word” sung by Amy Grant (see lyrics below) https://youtu.be/a6LC8cu03Ig 
 
New Testament Reading  The Message 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Jen Loring 
The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer silliness to those hellbent on destruction, but 
for those on the way of salvation it makes perfect sense. This is the way God works, and most powerfully as it 
turns out. It’s written, I’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head, I’ll expose so-called experts as shams. 
 
So where can you find someone truly wise, truly educated, truly intelligent in this day and age? Hasn’t God 
exposed it all as pretentious nonsense? Since the world in all its fancy wisdom never had a clue when it came to 
knowing God, God in his wisdom took delight in using what the world considered stupid—preaching, of all 
things!—to bring those who trust him into the way of salvation. 
 
While Jews clamor for miraculous demonstrations and Greeks go in for philosophical wisdom, we go right on 
proclaiming Christ, the Crucified. Jews treat this like an anti-miracle—and Greeks pass it off as absurd. But to us 
who are personally called by God himself—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s ultimate miracle and wisdom 
all wrapped up in one. Human wisdom is so cheap, so impotent, next to the seeming absurdity of God. Human 
strength can’t begin to compete with God’s “weakness.” 
 

  Moment of Music “Be Still My Soul” (see lyrics below)  https://youtu.be/t0jmPam4ymA   
 

Joys and Concerns (prayer requests can be texted to 978-973-2362) 
 

Invitation to Silence (words said by the Pastor) 
Now, in shared quietness, we shall listen to the wisdom 
of our inner hearts and minds as we join in this time  
of silence and meditation. 
Let us give thanks for our personal journeys… 
sometimes long and hard... 
Let us seek forgiveness for times when our fears 
have outweighed our love... 
Let us be mindful of the greed which so often rules us... 
Let us remember, in silence... and wonder. 
 

Time of Silence  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
 

https://youtu.be/a6LC8cu03Ig
https://youtu.be/t0jmPam4ymA


The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever, Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading     The Message    John 2:13-25  Jen Loring 
When the Passover Feast, celebrated each spring by the Jews, was about to take place, Jesus traveled up to 
Jerusalem. He found the Temple teeming with people selling cattle and sheep and doves. The loan sharks were 
also there in full strength. 
 
Jesus put together a whip out of strips of leather and chased them out of the Temple, stampeding the sheep 
and cattle, upending the tables of the loan sharks, spilling coins left and right. He told the dove merchants, “Get 
your things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a shopping mall!” That’s when his disciples 
remembered the Scripture, “Zeal for your house consumes me.” 
 
But the Jews were upset. They asked, “What credentials can you present to justify this?” Jesus answered, “Tear 
down this Temple and in three days I’ll put it back together.” 
 
They were indignant: “It took forty-six years to build this Temple, and you’re going to rebuild it in three days?” 
But Jesus was talking about his body as the Temple. Later, after he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered he had said this. They then put two and two together and believed both what was written in 
Scripture and what Jesus had said. 
 
During the time he was in Jerusalem, those days of the Passover Feast, many people noticed the signs he was 
displaying and, seeing they pointed straight to God, entrusted their lives to him. But Jesus didn’t entrust his life 
to them. He knew them inside and out, knew how untrustworthy they were. He didn’t need any help in seeing 
right through them. 
 
Message: “ Re-urning the Bones” 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
Closing Music “Spirit of the Living God” https://youtu.be/06h3J5FYn-I 

 
Benediction:                Rev. Tom Bentley 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/06h3J5FYn-I


 

"Thy Word” sung by Amy Grant.  
 
[Chorus:] 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
 
When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near 
Please be near me to the end 
 
[Chorus] 
 
I will not forget your love for me 
And yet my heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide, hold me to Your side 
And I will love You to the end 
 
[Chorus] 
 
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near 
Please be near me to the end 
 
[Chorus] 
 
And a light unto my path 
You're the light unto my path 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Be Still, My Soul “ https://youtu.be/t0jmPam4ymA   
 
Be still, my soul, The Lord is on thy side 
With patience bear, the cross of grief or pain  
Leave to thy God, to order and provide  
In every change, He faithful will remain 
Be still, my soul, thy best thy heavenly friend  
Through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart, 
and all is darkened in the veil of tears, 
then shalt thou better know His love, His heart, 
who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
His voice, who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 
Be still, my soul: the hour is hast'ning on 
when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 
Lyrics: “Spirit of the Living God”  
 
Chorus: (this verse repeats throughout the song) 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall afresh on me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall afresh on me 
Melt me, mold me 
Fill me, use me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall afresh on me  
 
(inspired by the words of 2 Corinthians 3:3) 
 

https://youtu.be/t0jmPam4ymA


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit of the Living God 
 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me  
 
Melt me, mold me 
Fill me, use me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
 
Melt me, mold me 
Fill me, use me 
Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me 
 
Fall fresh on me 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


