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Steeple Notes 

The First Congregational Church of Rowley, U.C.C. 
175 Main Street • P.O. Box 364 • Rowley, MA  01969 

(978) 948-3993 • www.firstchurchrowley.org 

January 2021 
Worship Watch 

Sun., Jan. 3  
Second Sunday after Christmas  
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12 Psalm 
98 or Wisdom 10:15-21 Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
 
 
Sun., Jan. 10 
Baptism of the Lord 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11  
 
 

Sun., Jan. 17 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51  
 

Sun., Jan. 24 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62:5-12 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20  

 
Sun. Jan. 31 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20  

Psalm 111 1  
Corinthians 8:1-13  

Mark 1:21-28 
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Never before have I wanted a new year to 
replace the old as much as I do right now. The 
unanimous vote is 2020 was something to which 
we all want to say “goodbye “. 
 
You are probably coming off of a Christmas that 
wasn’t.  But sometimes I hear that it was.  Some 
friends have shared with me that even though 

the pandemic prevented big production events, big-time visits, huge present 
purchases and the like - these folks often salvaged the sacred intimate 
blessings of the season.  This was bad news for our economy, our hospitality 
industry, and our desire  to meet with and see friends and family.  Yet, It was 
good news  for reclaiming the simple heart-felt gifts  of life.   
 
I think of the 1943 hit song “I’ll be Home  for Christmas“ made famous by 
the singing of Bing Crosby. This poignant number is a ballad of the soul. It is 
sung  in the voice of a soldier stationed overseas in the war.  He encourages 
his family to celebrate Christmas in all its  special ways  with the 
snow,  mistletoe and presents under the tree.  Even though he is unable to 
be there, the song  concludes with-  
 
“I’ll be home for Christmas 
If only in my dreams.” 
 
Losses in life leaves us with a heart exposed to what is most important.  Our 
dreams of hope can heal and help us. My prayer is we can go forward into 
the new year living out of the spiritual substance we can find in our 
dreams.  Revealed in them is the Grace that  keeps us truly human.  Every 
year we revisit the birth of Jesus, which can reset our hearts to God’s eternal 
truths.   This realignment can happen regardless of the circumstances 
wherein we find ourselves confined.   This is what the story of the Epiphany 
season is all about.- Liberation of the heart.  

 
Happy New Year in His name, 

 
Rev. Tom 

 

 
  

A New Year Through the Old Stories 
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A HUGE THANK YOU  to all who made our Christmas Eve service possible. 
Here are a few of the evening’s snapshots for you to enjoy: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Christmas Eve Service  
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Interested in Church Membership?   Are you interested in joining the First  Congregational Church 
of  Rowley? Or perhaps you want to learn more about the 
church’s history or the UCC denomination… We’d like to have 
a “New Members Class” in the late Winter/early Spring – 
however we need to have enough interested participants 
before moving forward. Want to be a part of this upcoming 
group or learn more?   
 
For more information on upcoming classes or to express 
interest in learning more, please email or call Angie at the 
church office.  All are welcome to inquire. 
 

 
 
 

We are "calling all interested knitters" to contribute to the 
mission of the Compassionate Care Network by joining a "Prayer 
Shawl Knitting Group." This group of knitters would be tasked to 
knit  prayer shawls and donate them to the church, or to a 
specific individual for whom our church is praying. The church 
office, or a member of the Compassionate Care Network, would 
mail or take the shawl to anyone who is in need of special 
prayers. 
 
What is a prayer shawl ministry?  
Shawls have been made and worn for centuries. They are universal and embracing, worn in every 
part of the world. They enfold, comfort, cover, wrap, give solace, warmth, shelter, and offer healing 
- symbolic of Mother God, inclusive, and unconditional love. Those who have received prayer 
shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if being given wings to fly above their troubles. The 
prayer shawl ministry has taken on a life of its own and goes where called.  Many people who have 
heard of this ministry have been enthused and inspired by it's purpose. Some of the recipients have, 
in turn, knitted a shawl for someone they know.  The ripple effect has been shared across the world. 
(See article on pages: 9-11) 
 
If you are interested in being a knitter for the First Congregational Church Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
please contact Angie Estevez at the church or Nancy Schmidt:  jschmidt22@comcast.net. 

 
CCN Members  Reverend Bentley  Mike Blouin 
Patti Cummings  Kay Dalzell   Jerry Schmidt 
Lori Flodman  Penny Hurley  Nancy Schmidt 
Angie Estevez, Church Office 

 

Announcement 
 

Compassionate Care Network 
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Greetings from Missions with high hopes that 2021 will be a 
year of positive forces of love and kindness. 

Missions distributed your wonderful gifts of hats, mittens and 
scarves to Lazarus House,  and so many warm coats! Thank you 
so much for your generosity!  We also provided clothing to 4 
children of Family Promise with the funds that we had from 
last year’s raffle. 

Please remember to make a donation to the UCC Christmas 
Fund supporting retired clergy.  We will have envelopes out next week again.   Or you can send a 
check to FCOR noting  in the memo that it is for the UCC Christmas Fund. 

We hope that you are enjoying some of the suggestions from our Resource List.  Please let us know 
any additions you would like for us to add to share.  We will send a revised list out the middle of 
the month if you make some additions! 

All the best to you and yours and everyone across this globe in the new year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us on our next Missions Walk on January 17th! 

We will hope for clear skies and moderate temperatures.  It is a time for physically distanced 
fellowship enjoying the beautiful area in which we live.   We will meet at 2pm in the parking lot at 
Rough Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary.  Please dress for the weather and wear comfortable shoes.  

Contact Holly Ardito at 617-480-4572 with any questions.  

  https://www.massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/wildlife-sanctuaries/rough-meadows 

Missions Committee  
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On Sunday December 20th, Patti Cummings 
hosted a Virtual Christmas Pajama Party for our 
Sunday School participants.  
 
We shared the story of Jesus’ birth while sipping 
on hot chocolate and  marshmallows.  
Afterwards,  we decorated Christmas 
ornaments which had been delivered to each 
child ahead of time.  A total of six children from 
Rowley and Lawrence “attended” via Zoom and 
they had A LOT of fun!  

We have ordered our materials for the second 
half of the Winter and Spring, and are 
welcoming new applicants.  If you know of 
anyone interested in participating in our 
upcoming Spring/Winter Sunday School, please 
have them contact Angie in the office, or have      
 them fill out a registration form online: 

                                                                                           https://www.firstchurchrowley.org/children.  
 
 

Christian Education 
Sunday School  
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Being ambassadors of Christ wherever we go and exercising the biblical charge of loving our 
neighbors have been important concepts for us this year. “This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I 
have loved 
you.” John 
15:12.    With 
that in mind, 
the idea for our 
youth group 
multicultural 
exchange was 
developed and 
after several 
months of 
planning and 
great anticipation -  we finally had our first Zoom meeting with the youth group from a  Haitian 
American church in Lynn, Massachusetts on December 13th. We ask that you continue to pray for 
our youth group, our staff, volunteers and everyone involved in this collaborative project which we 
hope to run through May of 2021!     

During another (Zoom) meeting, we spent time decorating 
Christmas ornaments. Creative expression has also become a 
staple of our program too. This means that a lot of the artsy or 
crafty activities we have built into our curriculum have been 
planned with intentionality. 
 
In a time when there is a significant amount of stress, anxiety, 
depression, confusion and isolation – it’s important for our 
teens to develop practices that are not only FUN but also ones 
that help them connect to God and to one another. It’s also 
critical that they are given opportunities to explore creative 
ways to express themselves, especially because there are times 
when they might not be able to articulate their feelings or 
experiences verbally.    

 
In December the Youth Group welcomed back James Kay, one of our Youth Group leaders, who had 
taken a leave.  James is slowly getting back into the groove of things and we’re looking forward to 
seeing him more in 2021!  
 
Upcoming: The Youth Group will be hosting a Pop the Trunk Food Drive for Lazarus House at the end 
of  February. More information to follow.  Also  - if any of our youth participants and/or family 
members are interested in learning more about church membership, please contact Angie.  
 

Youth Group  
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Eddie Van Halen, January 2, 1955 | Elvis Presley, January 14, 1935   
Jeff Bezos, January 5, 1964             |  Robert Kennedy, Jr., January 15, 1954 
Richard Nixon, January 6, 1913      | Muhammed Ali, January 17, 1942  
Dolly Parton, January 9, 1946         |  Franklin D. Roosevelt, January 4, 1882          
  

 

 

 January 1, 1863 - The Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln freed the 
slaves in the states rebelling against the Union. 

 January 1, 1959 - Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba after leading a revolution that drove out 
Dictator Fulgencio Batista. Castro then established a Communist dictatorship. 

 January 4, 1790 - President George Washington delivered the first State of the Union address. 
 January 5, 1972 - President Richard Nixon signed a bill approving $5.5 billion over six years to 

build and test the NASA space shuttle. 
 January 7, 1782 - The first U.S. commercial bank opened as the Bank of North America in 

Philadelphia. 

Robin Kay 1/2 
Charles Hazen, Jr. 1/2 
Bill Faircloth 1/6 
Nicola Pyburn 1/11 
Stone Butler 1/17 

Amanda 
(Mulkern) 
Johnas 1/17 

Doug Chadbourne 1/21 

Amanda 
(Russo) 
Clemenzi 1/24 

Sophia Jensen 1/26 
Luke Confalone 1/28 
Zachary Ward 1/30 

January Birthdays 

Historical Days in January  
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Knitting Prayers Into Shawls 
By DENISE COFFEY 

STAFF WRITER  
JAN 09, 2018 AT 10:19 AM 

 
In 2017 alone, the prayer shawl ministry of four combined 
Catholic churches in northeastern Connecticut donated 73 
shawls and 33 lap robes to anyone who wanted them. 
 
The shawls are 
small things, 
relatively 
speaking. Some 
shawls are six feet 
long by three feet 
wide, enough yarn 
to wrap around a 
body. The lap robes 
are even smaller, 
big enough to cover 
the lap of someone 
sitting in a 
wheelchair. 
 
But somewhere 
between the making of 
the shawl and the use of it is what Anita Willard calls 
"a sacred space." And therein lies the healing power of 
the piece. 
 
Willard has been a part of the monthly prayer shawl 
ministry for three years. The group of approximately 15 
women donate their time and talents to the creation of 
shawls and lap robes meant to provide comfort to others. 
It doesn't matter who needs or wants them. 
 
They've been given to people who are sick, grieving the 
death of a loved one, or recovering from any number of 
personal disappointments and disasters. 
 
Michelle Desalvio can testify to the power of the shawls. 
When she was laid up for six months with both feet and 
both ankles broken, an aunt gave her a prayer shawl. The 
rose-colored shawl reminded her of an earlier, happier 
time. She started to knit and crochet herself. Now, she  
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is a regular member of the group, giving back with those 
who gave to her. 
 
The Putnam prayer shawl ministry is currently made up of 
members of St. Mary's in Putnam, Most Holy Trinity in 
Pomfret, St. Joseph's in North Grosvenordale, and St. 
Stephen's in Quinebaug. The sessions begin and end with 
a series of prayers. 
 
They are prayers written by women whose hands are 
familiar with the ancient crafts. The prayers call to 
mind passages from the old testament that refer to the 
sanctity of knitting. The psalmist who praises God who 
"knit each of us in our mother's womb." Job who talks of 
God who "knit me together with bones and sinews." The 
disciple Paul, who wrote to the Colossians while he was 
in prison, "that their hearts be comforted, being knit 
together in love." 
 
These are not Catholic prayers, or prayers for Catholics 
alone. They are prayers that recognize hands as 
instruments of grace, no matter that they are using 
needles and skeins of yarn. They are prayers that ask 
for blessings on the creators of the shawls, and healing 
to those who receive them. They are calls for God's 
blessings on the activity itself, the patterns used, the 
stitches that hold garments together. 
 
The attitude of the knitter while creating the piece is 
crucial, according to Susan Jorgensen, the author of 
Knitting into the Mystery. 
 
Susan Gordon, author of The Knitting Sutra, calls 
knitting a spiritual practice capable of expanding 
consciousness. 
 
Peggy Wilson has been involved with the group for one 
year. Once at a mass at Most Holy Trinity Church, in 
Pomfret, a little girl asked to take a shawl home. 
 
"I told her it was surrounded by prayers and love," 
Wilson said. 
 
Willard recalled another little girl who asked for a 
shawl to give to her grandmother. There are ripple 
effects to the ministry. 
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One gentleman provided an abundance of knitting needles 
and yarn to the group. The shawls have been passed on 
from one person to another. The shawls have also 
rekindled the craft in those whose hands haven't knit in 
a long time. They have been donated to the Thompson 
Ecumenical Empowerment Group and Day Kimball 
Healthcare's Hospice Program. 
 
Willard and her husband, Tom, brought a bunch of shawls 
to St. Joseph's Church, in North Grosvenordale, on a 
recent snowy Sunday in December. 
 
"I think there were 12 people at mass," she said. 
 
One woman had come specifically for a shawl to give to 
her brother, who had just been diagnosed with cancer. 
 
"I was really touched by that," Willard said. 
 
The Putnam prayer shawl ministry meets once a month. It 
is open to everyone. For more information, call Willard 
at 302-200-2900. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


